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MENORANDUM FOR T2 SRCRETARY OF IEFRNSE

SURJECT: BStopping the Introdustion of Nuclear Weapans Into the
Middle Bast

The question of Jarael's introduction of nuclear weapons iuto the Middle
East 1is being proposed for N80 considerstion in two differsnt contexts:
first, as part of an overall review and up-dating of the Xatiozal Security
Action Memorasdum (NEAM) series of the last Administrstion; and sacond,

as paxrt of a response to MBEN 13 comcerning ways to obtain signatures en
tha NPT from varioua goveruments.

An you kuow from your canversations with Paul Warnkes and from his
pemorandum to you co this subject of 15 February, our view is that this
iasus is %00 sensitive and too difficult to bandls through the large
machinsry of the NS90. Paul Warnks reported to you in that memorandum

his beliaf, which wa share
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| Btopping this can only come ab

by direct intercessica at the highest levels with the Goverpment of Israel.
We recommend two things:

s

l. That Defense take the position that the fssue of Isrseli acquigiticn
of ouclear weapons not be sddressed through the NSC machinery.
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2. That you suggest an early meeting on this subject vith Secretary Rogers,
. Xissinger, and Mr. Helms. A memorandum to this effect is attached for
your congidaration and o -
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON. D. €. 20301

2 7 FEB 1563

MEMCRANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY (OF STATE
. ASBIBTANT 7O THE PRESIVENT FOR RATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS
DIRECTOR, CRNTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY . :

SUMTRCT: Stopping the Introduction of Nuclesr Weapons Into the Middle East

. ¥ram sll of the availeble intelligence and from the intensive ennvE
sations hexe in Defonse with Ambassador Rabin in ths fall of 1968,
—
| I do not

|
believe this coineides with the interssts of the United Staves, and, in
fact, constitutes the single most dangerous phenchenon in an ares dangercus

enough without nuclear wveapona.

The problem is how to atop this davelogpment. If the Israelis complete
the development of & muclear vespon within the next thres to six months
== vhich is quite possible -~ va wvill be powerlass to do more than invoks
sanctions, 1.e., cease delivery of P-is after the "introductioa" of muclear
veapons into tha area. Such s negative course would oot take us very far.
The Israelis would be unabls and to reverse their course. More-
over, their requirement for cooventional strength would de greater, not
less, and the likslihood of ocur actually invoking the sanctions would

not be great in such civoumstancés. Furthemmore, at aay time prior to
. such events, or cartainly not lopg thereaftsr, ve may well be faced with

public knowledge of the sssential facts. 80 far these facts have remained
in the categery of vagus, unsubstantiated, and not fully accepted rumors;
but ve are depending primarily on luck. Once tha public is made awvare of
the situation the Admiristration's delicate task will become even more

difficult.

I believe wa should meet very soon to consider how to proceed on this,
followed by an early meeting with the Presideut. Becsuse of the sensitivity
and complexity of this issue, I suggest this not be dealt with through tha

Tregular ESC mechinery.
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